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The Trinity Trust and the City of Dallas Announce $5 Million Gift from the Roses to Fund 

the Creation of Dallas CityDesign Studio  
 
 
DALLAS, Texas, October 6, 2009 – At Dallas City Hall’s Flag Room today, The Trinity Trust 
Foundation and the City of Dallas announced a $5 million gift from Deedie and Rusty Rose, of 
which $2 million will be used to establish the Dallas CityDesign Studio to expand the city’s 
design efforts for planning and development.   
 
Housed in Dallas City Hall, the Dallas CityDesign Studio will work collaboratively to advise, plan 
and consult with public and private entities on the importance of urban design in a 21st Century 
Dallas.  This resource center will engage, advise and support work focused outside the levees, 
particularly as potential development occurs, as well as on the Trinity River Corridor Project 
itself.     
 
The new Dallas CityDesign Studio will be funded for five years with three full-time positions 
created and paid by The Trinity Trust until the 2014-2015 fiscal year. At that point, the city will 
assume the entire cost of operations. 
 
This gift follows the September anonymous donation of $10 million, given in honor of Mary 
McDermott Cook, to convert the Continental Avenue Bridge into a green space and pedestrian 
bridge. 
 
Deedie Rose said, “I believe in the Trinity River Project and how it’s going to change our city.  
I’m excited to imagine what’s ahead, and we all realize that this it’s imperative that Dallas plans 
now for the very best design, to bring thoughtful and imaginative planning to our neighborhoods.  
Great urban plans make enormous impacts on the way we live, work and play. I’m excited about 
how this gift will be used and to see the progress of community design.” 
 
Mayor of Dallas Tom Leppert said, “We appreciate the support and generous giving of civic 
leaders like Deedie and Rusty Rose. This gift will be a true catalyst toward helping us transform 
Dallas into an even more appealing city for business, residential, and environmental 
marketability and to showcase its true spirit and character. Thanks to The Trinity Trust 
Foundation for securing this gift and for being a major partner with the City of Dallas.” 
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The Trinity Trust Foundation President Dr. Gail Thomas said, “Next week, we celebrate the 
opening of the AT&T Center for the Performing Arts.  Three persons in this room dreamed, took 
action and made it happen: Bess Enloe, Caren Prothro and Deedie Rose.  And what a 
remarkable treasure their hard work is offering to our city. We now live in the only city in the 
world with four buildings on one block designed by Pritzer architects.  Imagine what we can do 
along the Trinity River and outside the levees with great urban design.”    
 
Thomas added, “This gift is a result of Deedie Rose’s combined passion for great art, 
architecture and urban design.  I have known Deedie and have been dreaming with her for 
many years. Thank you, Deedie and Rusty, for this inspired gift that will keep on giving to our 
community in years to come.” 
 
City of Dallas City Manager Mary Suhm remarked, “I want to extend my thanks to Rusty and 
Deedie Rose for this generous and special gift to the City. It gives us the opportunity to create 
the Dallas CityDesign Studio, which will be housed at Dallas City Hall.  It is not a separate entity, 
but it shows that the City of Dallas will work collaboratively across a number of departments to 
create and implement great design for the City.” 
 

Larry Beasley, world-renowned urban planner and former city planner in Vancouver, will be the 
special adviser to Dallas CityDesign Studio.  Suhm added, “Vancouver is the best prototype any 
of us have seen for this type of transformation, and Larry will lead this effort and bring best 
practices from around the world to our Texas doorstep.” 
 
Brent Brown, AIA LEED AP, will serve as the director of Dallas CityDesign Studio.  As founder 
of buildingcommunity Workshop, an architect and planner, Brown is focused on innovative 
community design, larger scale and sustainability.  “The studio will bring together a 
multidisciplinary approach of thinking outside the box when it comes to the areas along the 
Trinity.  As we work, this is going to be about good design and how to build a more beautiful city 
outside the levees.”  
 
David Whitley has been named as associate director of the Dallas CityDesign Studio.   
 
Todd Howard of t. howard + associates and American Institute of Architects Dallas president, 
said, “AIA Dallas is an avid supporter of the development.  Our members worked on the 
Balanced Vision Plan, which provided the framework for development.  The establishment of 
this department serves as one more step on the road to the success of this project, and we 
applaud the city for appointing Brent Brown, one of our members, for this pivotal position.” 
   
About The Trinity Trust Foundation and The Trinity Center: 
The Trinity Trust raises private funds and public awareness to implement the Balanced Vision 
Plan for The Trinity project in conjunction with the City of Dallas. The Trinity Trust has 
established The Trinity Center as the gathering place for all civic and non-profit groups working 
to revitalize the Trinity River in Dallas. It houses the offices of The Trinity Trust Foundation, 
Texas Horse Park, Groundwork Dallas and Trinity Strand Trail, and hosts meetings, workshops 
and events for these organizations and the Trinity Commons Foundation.  The Trinity Center 
facilitates collaboration between these entities and the City of Dallas and encourages seamless 
integration of all the components of The Trinity project.  More information can be found by 
calling 214.740.1616, by emailing info@thetrinitytrust.org, or by visiting www.thetrinitytrust.org.  
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This fall, The Trinity Trust is sponsoring the “Suspense is Building” educational 
outreach campaign.  Watch for distinctive billboards, backlit SmartSigns, a DART bus wrapped 
in the campaign's message, The Dallas Morning News ads, and area radio spots.  For more 
information, visit www.discoverthetrinity.org.   
 
About the Trinity River Corridor Project: 
The projected $2.5 billion Trinity River Corridor Project, the largest and most complex public 
works and urban development project undertaken by the City of Dallas, is first and foremost a 
flood protection solution and one of the largest of its type in the nation.  The project consists of 
five major components: flood protection, transportation, recreation, environmental management, 
and business development. The Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge, designed by internationally known 
architect Santiago Calatrava, is under construction and will open in 2011.  A second Calatrava 
designed bridge, the Margaret McDermott Bridge (IH-30), is planned for a later date.  The Trinity 
River Audubon Center (TRAC), a flagship location for the Texas Audubon Society, is a beautiful 
teaching and recreational site in the Great Trinity Forest.  TRAC celebrates its first anniversary 
October 10-11, 2009 with Nature Fest 2009.  Gateway Parks, such as Moore Park Gateway, are 
under renovation, and others are being designed.  In addition, more than ten miles of new trail 
has been completed along with the 70-acre Lower Chain of Wetlands.  For project updates and 
to watch the bridge progress, visit: www.trinityrivercorridor.org.   
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